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The buildings shown here are representative and ane ot
idended o e an exhaustive list of histonc resources in

the district.
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No. 2 Courthouse Square

Courthouse Square

In 1818 the county ament was ordered o lay ot g public square 276 fect on cach side with streeds 82 ¥ fioet [
wide, The original town stretched four blocks east and west of the square and two blocks north and seuth, ;
Streets mimediately surrounding the square wers then named, quite bogically, West Mam {now College), 1

Ewst Main (Wilnuat ), North Main(Sixth ), and Sowth Main (Kirkwood}. Lakd ourin what is now kiown as the
“Shelbyville Plan,” cross sirects iMersect at the comers of the square. A sneall log struciure was the first of p
three courthouses built in the center of the square; the final and present courthouse s been standing e
simce 1907, The lods surrounding the squars were sold at public suction on June 22, 1818, By the following B
January, thirty families had taken up residence and established stores, averns, and imdustries.
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Early businesses supported only the local agrcultural and doily seeds of the commaunity. The Seward
Foundry, an early blacksmith shop that started in 1822 a1 7" and Walnot, continged operation until the
19805, Austin Seward i known for greanting the fish weathervane that has topped every conrthonse since
1826, Tanneries, lnmber, wooben and grist mills, and distilleries were other early husinesses. As stagecoach
routes, canils, ranl fines and highways were established through the years, industries Rourshed and markeds
expanded as rade possibilities wo and from Bloomingion increased, The Showers Brothers Furniture Factory
wins originally founded on the eastside of the square asa coffim and bedsiead manufactarer in 1856, By 1912
it had grown into the largest fumiture faciory in the world, relocating o a new building at A% and Monion
Sireet now reused as City Hall. Wick™s Bee Hive, a depariment stone operating from 1891 tol976, took up
various posts glong the Morthside of the square during its long existence, Faris’ Markee, started in 1923 and
located en Morih Walnut, 12 the only store left from a time when grocers, meat markets, bakenies, Fve-and-
dimes, depariment stores, and other commercial services lined the square (o supply local residents,
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Pdamy histels also opened in the doswniown area with construction of 3 new passenger rail station on Gentry s .
Street. Although now reused, the Bundy Buropean Hotel and the Fanlkner Hotel still stand, along with the e RO
grandastof thermn, the Giraham, Through the years dovemtown became a center for eoiertainment with festivinies 1] '
revalving around rough saloons, Masonic ceremonics, resiauranis, plays or recifations in various @
puditoriums, and eventually, movie theatres, The traditon contines today with many ive music vemies, I E |
ol

bars, restaurants, specialty shops, and annual events creating the public downiown experience,

In 1984, ihe Commisgion for Bloomington Downtown {(now Dosmiown Blopmingion Commission) was
incrpirited with the migsdon o revitalize downtown, [1s highest priority wis “préseration of the integrity 12 16/ &1
and unigueness of the sguare, ene of the few substantially unaliered, turn-of-the-century squares remaining ey e e | —
it Indians,™ In 1986, the Commission became a certified Mational Main Streetl efganization and the city
graduate pariner in the Indiana Main Street program, Incorperating the Main Street program’s four-point
approseh of organizatien, promotien, design; and sconemic restruciuring, revitalization conferences were
held, similar programs in other cities were examined, zoning was modifed i encourage downtown housing, and a director was hired. Local funding initiative programs for revitalization and
restoration were alse established mehuding Curband Sidewalk, Smeed Tree, Downtown Loan, Fagade Desipn, and Tax Abatement, Crver 330 million in pubhic and private imsestments were mads
in downtown as the city s historic uildings were restored, repsed and redeveloped.

Chineg ol the earliest local tax abatziment projects invelved the Graham Howel, redeveloped az oftice space in 1984 by CFC, Ine, Federal histonic tax credin projects redeveloped the Fee, Sudbury
and Wicks Buildings, Vunce Music Building, Howe Building, Harp Motors Sales Co. Building, Allen Building, the Knights of Phythias Building, and the Princess and Buskirk-Chumley/
Indiang Theaters, The largest single project, again taken on by CFC, Ine,, was revse of all buildings on the south side of the square lacing Kirkwood Sircet, As the buildings were found
unstable, the facades were retained whilke the interior structures were rebuilt as one unit. Now a collection of shops and offices in a mall format, the building s cellectively called Fountain

Squire Mall,

The Courthowose Square Historis Distrct was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in December 1990, Four buildings within the distoc are individually Listed on the National
Register—the courthousa, the Princess Theatre, the Wicks Building, and the old City Hall. More information on the Courthouse Square and a copy of the National Begister nomnination is
pvailable in the Indiana Room of the Mosroe Coundy Public Library,




1. Wakdrom Block
10l West fidls
. I86T

Picirad a3 11 appeared im e
19307, i huiliding ons bogsed
lag Matake's “Disie Markes. "
Matals's markel movad (hom am
opsn Hand medr the Harms Cirasd
Thsratar, aml Foo i3 unms roi
the hdghway that ran throusgh ihe iy from Flenida 1o Cangda,
The Coteal Union Phosée exchangs was ongg logalad on the
gpcomd Mlooe Tiwday, omly e roiiticksd hoosd molds an the et ke
aof the tuikling refec s Tediats syling.

L Vamoe Music Huikiling
L1IE Wt fih

e, IS H)

i of e el neoclasscl
retadl buibdings o the sgueirs, the
Vanty Building wae recinily
unweiramed after baung ohsmald by
a Farpe paiied bl T ooy
yuare, Dhnce consdenisd part of th
“Wicka Block™ il housed 1k
embam seetion of the “Wicks BesHive™ an sly locally ownad
I1lilph'l11lmr Slopd. Laker, il wal M‘Wim by Clayles’s Cipar Storg,
The Ramdezvias Cafe Rixie Ligeors, and & series-of Namiturs
ores, oni ol which & Termer mayor of Bleomingion awned:
“Thi Buck Lesmon Pamiiure Slors™

3. Few, Swidbury and Wicks
Buildings
1IZ, 108, and 116 West
fith /1853, 1§72
adid 1891/ 1921

Drypoods amd depariment siores
have operated &t the comer of
6% and College since the 15505
A perennial locnl favorite, ibe
"Wicks Beahive” store boosted st L0S was remodebed an 1926,
willh Bloomingien's caly Chicage commercial style fagade. The
limestane fagnde Feabures wrought ires spandrels asd fluted plers
mndl covers 1w oniginal banldiegs. - The hnick Sudbary Huddiing cnee
hosased the Kappa Adphi Phi fratermity where Hoagy Camaichnel
and Bis fremds gathered 1o play mGormally,

o4, Dl Post Odiflee
119 West Tih
g 1915

Cme of severnl local Beaux-Ars
style civic bamildings bl in the
second decade of the twentieth
century. Choracteristic Feaux
Aris decorations such ns car-
ioasche and parkmds sirround ke mam enimnce, which ance . faced
Colleps Awe. The building was remodeled in 1589 and roplacemen)
windows and u standing ssam metal roof were added.

4. Maspie Temple
120 West Tih
e i915

B -Aris m symmelry bl
Egvpiiam Eavival im datail, thie
larpe civie Building has o shpped
pjm-dal Pl Widl #n wmiEual
orndde i ol fs pinnadks In 1985
sl Windiows W Gl ko the
Fagada ol fhig once Foriress-hiky sonic Baailding

% Giraham Hodel
2011205 North College
1929

Flhres holels have seeupiat ilie comer
of Colege aml Bih sinee 1895, 1be |
Gigniry, the Howbes apd in 19249, ibe
Giraham Haotel, Baili b a prosinesni
19218 emireprencur, who also owied
the awmlo deslership now used & the
conveion canier, the Cirmhsm sl
many celebrities through the years,
including Liloris Swanson, lsanenie
flaclxomald sl Bette [Davia snd wis e sile of many importani
lescnl soirees and e lelmikins

*6, Howe Bullding
123115 Morth College
1893

Perhaps Bleomingion’s fimes
pressod metal tnim decomios s
hualding. Am Easilake miluence
is seon in the sanburst fricoe ond
heavy sorolled window hoods. A&
restoration in 9% guaded by
the Secretary of ibe Imlerior’s
ftandands, removed a lange sign that onoe ohsoured the sioeefrom.

T. A Pemncy Bailding
115 Marih College
1931 (Fugade)

Thist art decn Btade covers. lhnes
warlise breck budblings ihal are
cleardy wisthla Trom the cesr, O
the inside a predgad Bim ceiling
from Ihig caclier e conisamme A
|ssades] cleraalory Fivpa the slome
Framil wanidows, -Naw' & codlection
off shopa aml affices i a mall Foomal, tha bulding is callal the
Liptown Pliaza

9, Kresge Buiiding
101 Nusrth Cillege
e 1918

Rasili as pan ol s diain of § and
10 eent siores popular in ke
earky Twentpeih Century, ihis
chussical revival siorefTeni
recabies muck of 13 oniginal
imiegring.  The College Avense
fecile 4 bracketed by Muted pilasiers wopped hy oms snil ceossed
by 5 course of Bleck mesdillises,

10, Bundy European Foiel _
N&II6 West Kirkwoad

<. 189
4

Thi Tirsl Enovwth occupancy of
thia Biilding wae The Bandy
Baarvpszan Hoted. Lot a hleck
wadl af the Monom paszeiger
alatiom, a4 series of laverns and
Biardeng Hodiss lonanle m-upm 1had @mla, Tha Iﬂihh'lﬂ fialiires i
casl from fronk mmil o peasss] metal comace. The aast siche of the
Bupldng wae oy salled the “Theatormim,” a mickelodeon thal
showed movies

1. Benckart Bailding
112-114 Sowth College
185H)

In 1898 Greorpe W Bengkarl
Boughi the Drchand Tnn cn ihis
aife apd contineed n bakery
Bisineas alveady esmshlished, In
Chelobeer of TRBE, tee enline Tadf
Block soulls of the alley biame -
down  The Bemckan hekery busisess rebuilt on this siee snd im old
Bk ovens 1= A1 )

£

*12. Hare Mator Sales Ca. -
Building
212-214 West 4

=

accupied the side, which begnn

us & Harness Shop ind Shoe

Repar in 19909, In 1929, 0

anified lineestone fegade jomned two scperate ca. 150 huildings
into the Hore Modor Sabes Co. Chede W, Hare sobd Packards i this
mew limestone ond brick slorefromt antsl 1954

1% Odd First Nativnal Bank £
12 0=125 Wissil Kirkwood
1w07T

Thie Clagsacal Bevival commsc
Buildeng was designed by Johi
Wigchelsa m & teur de Toree of
limestone aramenialion inslud-
ing cladaical pilagters, dentila, B
misdifliong and rockfaced and
dreszad Hmesions cotrses. Fist Mational Baek licated on 1has sie
i 1871 and budld the currend building in 1907 A2 part of the
exlensve wWork dane o the south dids ol B Aquimre LR L | R
restoranl im LFET,

14. Buskirk HillKahn
Bullding
112-114 West Kirkwoosd
1895

Enln'a Cloghing Sare wi ong of
the Jongest operating husisesses
in the downlowms, Feumded by B
Moscs Eahm in 1866, 0 repmined
in Gperafion unbll 1984, In 190%
ihe Kndghis of Pyikias asd ihe Rallihose St moved o the
third fbsor of this building asd pamed # “Casgle Hall ™ The eclectic
alyle wiils i1d prodecling stacksd bay wisdkows, shapsd shingles 2
curvilinenr parapel is distinctive.

=15, Mendelseohn Hall
D18 Wi Rirkwnoil
1REH-1915

T Ol Opem House is usdoutisdly ik
oldes budlding an the sowth side af the
sguare and has an illusirioes past.
Uriganally buill with & large 2* floor room
banstimg 18 fool ceillings, the Showers
and Hendnx Furmitare amd Casket
Company used the area as 0 showroom
antil 1272, Shortly thereofter, Lhe
Mendelssohin Sociedy brosght mony shews o this locatien,
including o fenturing James Whitcomb Riley. H.B. Gendry
opened bis circns career, the Dog and Poay Show, ot the Opera
House im 1247 iben wemd on do hend the world famows Gentry
Brothers Circus

16 CAd City Hall
122 Somils Wl
115

The 19F5 Bloomingion Cily -y
Hall was the city’s first md onfy e 1
bBuifdimg built 10 houze ike =
municipinl govemment. 1t also &1
conpeimad the palice and fire
depariments witkhin the same

sirnchure. City Hall was desgpnsd in the beouwc-ans sty thal bad
become very popalar im instibutiennl comstruction of the early
twenticth century.  En | 99E, il bailding nas restared for iz new
wag, the Jobm Waldrom Aris Conler

o8| = 1

*17. Allem Buiklimg
1Z-11 East Kirkwand
19T

The Bleommgion Malwmal
Rank wad ik firsl (0 oscipy
the Allim Buibding, which has
Bad -2 wariaty of reladl and
office wsap through the years.
A mikieng of cimmsnonl Ayl
il shawa the milsence of balk
Ohatiant Anng s Classsal Rivivcad sivles m 03 comphes eiesing.
dhenllillind cormdcy, Tonic palasters dnd pedmnenied gable, Onginal
Yk climuegorive amd preasad tin calimps aro still visible ol the
Uptewn Cafd. which haz becoms a noled waldring hode for
Blesrmdngon s mossss aml dhakers

I8, Odd Fellows Hall
1081 1 East Kirkwood
1913

I misily Wy a Typical masanic building,
(k] Fallows Hall was onguially busll Do
servie i bakery usa, The prain Was sorad
it hi gioond] loor Wilh e v in (Hi
sl Laker msal by thi Chld Filllims,
the large roome wsed Tor caremony are
il evidenl,

1% Huskirk-Chombey
Thenter
112 Enst Kirkwaond
1921

Harry snd Mova Vonderschnaitt
built the fommer Indiama Theatre
for ihe cinema.  Reflecting. as it
iud, ihe exotic appenl of the
heyiny of Amserican movies, Hee
themier is an eclectic. max of Spamish and Classical Revival siyies,
The memory of Hoagy Cormuickeel is alse linked with the ofd
[nidimnn. Suhstaniial communaty effort led 1o @5 restoration and
rease byt city. B s now o performisg aris venoe.

20 (id Momroe Connty

State Bank

100k Mol Winknm

IRAR/ 1919
Crginalby w drypoods store, this [Exlismale
brick buiiding was upgraded with =
neoclassical limestome frcade m order io
house a bank. Wiih its Ensiloke siyle
window hoods mnid pressed meial comice,
the buikding has good arigmal integrity:
The Hook Comer is M bong-4emm fenani.

21, Knights of Phyihks and
“The Yogue™
116 amil 120 Nerth Walnai
194M aiwid 1923

ks Michiols bassganed tho Torthts. &
off Pyikiaa Builidmg e a classical
fevival Aryle, Recenify restorsd
and caniverted mia aparimenie,
the baildimg's langd masonic o
wary sulbdiveded T ressdinfial wee. Allved Giondle nodessgnad tha
feade of The Yopise in dnoeclectic Spanish colonel aryle Thai
Ferlvs midaic Tl S e fuces, wWiosgh! aron halcomies ail 3
barred ribe ool

23, Fanlkmer Hotel
124 Morth Walnad
1847

Banking as the aldes bailding
an the square, this hddiag has
housed severl holel nsimesses
inckuding the Pl llepsi 18TE),
the Waleut Sireer] F8E%), the
Foulkner| ] 837}, apd il Busedy
[1E9E), Earser it was cuned by Aquils Bopers, oosoom of ome of
the founidang families of Blomingion.

25 1R Enst tith
o 1918

An mlerestmg méenpratotion of
the Spanish Calowinl Eevival
siyle, this building's detnils are
couched im the Arz and Crafis
muvement of the carly iwentieth
cemiury.  The omamenial wgas,
exposed rafiers and  shaped
parapzd wall nre imberesting
feabures m a commercial sruciure.

24, Ol Odd Fellrws
Building
200202 North Walnat
1802

This bodassd] ane ol il tiaaiy
procary abongd: locatal on 1he
sjusre ol tha furn OF The Eumiury.
M owas gles the sgcond loGilion
ol The Ohdd Fellowa Fraternal
orpamison, alter Barting in the Fes buildmg and belore ils mova
o Karkwood, The consticdion dale of 1B92 dg Fociléd im Uha
paraged ol the preasad matal Gamics,

5, Princess Theaire
2046 Mol Walnat
T84 1923

Flaill 55 am office bailding, the firs) wse
of ilis speee was ibe Monroe Counly
Stmie Bank, [n 1903, Roheri Harria
comverad i3 use e a healre, of which,
omly the fayer and esiry remain, Ta
1223, Taln Nichals redesigned (s
reirmrkihle ghae polychrome facude amd
it remains Manree Cosney's only
sxample af lerm golts,

26 Faris Markei Ji———
208 Norih Wakimi :
i85

Tha oldest comtimually op=raiing
procery in Monroe Coanty oc-
oupies this bailding. The mtarior
space looks much as il wouald
have im the mineteenth comary,
wiih high pressad tin ceilings,
dinganal wond floors and secked
shebves lming the walls. The Halinnmie bride builkding has o rusticaled
lmmesione first foor facade and 3 pressed tin comace.
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